
Of The Week

Free resources for one month:
• Core/Fringe Board
• badge inserts (color-coded & Editable)
• core word of the week signs
• One month editable planner
• Data tracking wristbands
• AAC self assessment



I want stop play what

you go like make in

it do open more on

that help is here Don’t

Core Board: first 20 from DLM/AAC Guide
Instructions: Print, cut, and laminate this board. You can use the fringe words in this packet or insert your 
own pictures. Put Velcro on the blank squares if you will interchange the fringe words. Model and 
encourage the use of core vocabulary to talk about the fringe words (i.e. nouns). 

DLM Professional Learning Team at UNC-Chapel Hill (2013 May). Dynamic Learning Maps™ Core Vocabulary. 
Retrieved from: https://www.med.unc.edu/ahs/clds/files/2018/09/core-vocabulary-pdf.pdf
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Name badge inserts & Signs

Includes:
• 8 badge inserts
• Sample phrases for each target word
• Fitzgerald color coding
• Editable badge templates
• Core word of the week signs



how to use this resource
This resource has a variety of options to fit your needs. Here are some ideas on how you can 
use the badge inserts to target a core word of the week:

Wear them!

Print out the badge inserts and cut 
along the lines. You may want to use 

card stock so these slide into your 
name badge easier. Alternatively, you 
can use luggage tags and attach it to 

the student’s device.

Print it!

Print, cut, laminate, and use Velcro or 
tape to put up the core word of the 
week sign. Place the sign in a visible 
location and swap out the core word 

each week.

Create your own!

There are customizable badge inserts 
in this resource. Feel free to fill in your 
own symbols. Note: You need Adobe 

to edit this document. You can 
download Adobe Reader here for 

free.

Please note:
• This resource is meant to be a core word of the week guide for staff.  Make sure to check out the free

monthly Core Word of the Week Implementation Ideas resource in my TPT store for inspiration on how
to target these words with books, videos, activities, and more!

• You also have the option to insert device-specific symbols. Please see the next page for instructions on
how to do this if you are interested.

https://get.adobe.com/reader/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Speechie-Side-Up/Price-Range/Free


Although this resource is meant for staff, you might still find it helpful to include symbols. This is so team members can easily 
identify the target word on a student’s device. 

Unfortunately, software owners of the language programs on AAC devices have strict policies and require licensing 
agreements for me to use their symbols in my paid resources. Thus, you will need to get pictures of the symbols in order to 
include them in this resource. 

Some common symbols include PCS®, SymbolStix®, and Minspeak®. I used Smarty Symbols™ in this resource for the 
examples. I decided not to include them for all of the words since these are not the same symbols as the ones on your 
student’s device.

Depending on your student’s AAC system, I would recommend checking out Boardmaker Online® or reaching out to your 
student’s device manufacturer to see if they can send you the jpeg files to use in visual supports for your student. 

I would not worry if you are not able to get access to the symbols as most devices have a word search feature nowadays. If 
you show your staff how to use this feature, then they won’t need the symbols to find words.  

If you are able to get the symbols in the form of jpegs, then here are the steps:

how to insert symbols

1) Click on the
empty box

2) Click browse and find the
picture on your computer

3) Click OK

Note: You need Adobe to edit this document. You can download Adobe Reader here for free.

https://get.adobe.com/reader/
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Our word of 
the week is:

Our word of 
the week is:

Instructions: Cut out the visuals below. Laminate and put in a place where it can easily be seen by staff members (e.g. door,
classroom wall, white board, etc). Use copies of the badge visuals to swap out the core word each week.



Of The Week planners

Includes:
• Sample planner
• One month editable planner
• 4 core words



how to use this resource
This resource has a variety of options to fit your needs. Here are some ideas on how you can 
the planners to target a core word of the week:

Customize!

This resource is highly customizable to 
fit the needs of you and your 

student(s). The month, activity, and 
target phrases were purposefully left 

blank so that you can choose a timeline 
that works best for you, an activity that 
your student prefers, and phrases that 
are developmentally appropriate. Refer 

to the sample page for examples. 

Print and go!

Print these sheets and write directly on 
the page. You can also laminate one, 

hang it up in your room, and use a dry 
erase marker to plan by month.

Create your own!

There is a customizable planner in this 
resource. Feel free to fill in your own 
symbols and phrases. Note: You need 

Adobe to edit this document. You can 
download Adobe Reader here for free.

Please note:
• This resource is meant to be a core word of the week guide for staff.  Make sure to check out the free monthly Core

Word of the Week Implementation Ideas resource in my TPT store for inspiration on how to target these words with
books, videos, activities, and more!

• You also have the option to insert device-specific symbols. Please see the next page for instructions on how to do this if
you are interested.
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Although this resource is meant for staff, you might still find it helpful to include symbols. This is so team members can easily 
identify the target word on a student’s device. 

Unfortunately, software owners of the language programs on AAC devices have strict policies and require licensing 
agreements for me to use their symbols in my paid resources. Thus, you will need to get pictures of the symbols in order to 
include them in this resource. 

Some common symbols include PCS®, SymbolStix®, and Minspeak®. I used Smarty Symbols™ in this resource for the 
examples. I decided not to include them for all of the words since these are not the same symbols as the ones on your 
student’s device.

Depending on your student’s AAC system, I would recommend checking out Boardmaker Online® or reaching out to your 
student’s device manufacturer to see if they can send you the jpeg files to use in visual supports for your student. 

I would not worry if you are not able to get access to the symbols as most devices have a word search feature nowadays. If 
you show your staff how to use this feature, then they won’t need the symbols to find words.  

If you are able to get the symbols in the form of jpegs, then here are the steps:

how to insert symbols

1) Click on the
empty box

2) Click browse and find the
picture on your computer

3) Click OK

Note: You need Adobe to edit this document. You can download Adobe Reader here for free.
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SAMPLE
Core 
word 
of the 
week:

Monday
Find the word, put up 
visual supports, and use 
sample phrases.

Tuesday
Model the word at 
least 10 times 
during a preferred 
activity.

Wednesday
Model the word 
during at least two 
new activities.

Thursday
Fade prompting if the 
student is ready. 

Friday
How could you 
expand on the 
word if the 
child uses it 
independently?

more ü Word location: on the home 
page

ü I swapped out the word of 
the week visuals. 

ü I know the sample phrases.

Activity: Playdoh
Phrase I will use:
You need more.

Activity 1: Morning 
meeting
Phrase I will use: How 
many more days left?
Activity 2: Lunch
Phrase I will use: 
Would you like more?

ü I gave the student at 
least 10 seconds to 
respond or initiate 
communication on 
each trial.

Want  + more

you ü Word location: in the 
pronouns category

ü I swapped out the word of 
the week visuals. 

ü I know the sample phrases.

Activity: Balloons
Phrase I will use:
You do it.

Activity 1: Morning 
meeting
Phrase I will use: You 
are here today.
Activity 2: Reading
Phrase I will use: You 
read.

ü I gave the student at 
least 10 seconds to 
respond or initiate 
communication on 
each trial.

you + do

I ü Word location: in the 
pronouns category

ü I swapped out the word of
the week visuals.

ü I know the sample phrases.

Activity: Reading 
Phrase I will use:
I want to read.

Activity 1: Science
Phrase I will use: I 
know the answer.
Activity 2: Arts & Crafts
Phrase I will use: I 
want to see yours.

ü I gave the student at 
least 10 seconds to 
respond or initiate 
communication on 
each trial.

I + want

help ü Word location: under
actions

ü I swapped out the word of
the week visuals.

ü I know the sample phrases.

Activity: Math
Phrase I will use:
Do you need help?

Activity 1: Arts & Crafts
Phrase I will use: Do 
you need help?
Activity 2: Math
Phrase I will use: You 
can ask for help.

ü I gave the student at
least 10 seconds to
respond or initiate
communication on
each trial.

Need + help

Core Word Planner: January
Instructions: This is just an example. Use the monthly templates to customize your core word of the week plan. Plan your lessons/goal for each day based on 

the target word and prompt for that day of the week. Use the editable template on page 14 if you want to pick your own target words.
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Core 
word 
of the 
week:

Monday
Find the word, put 
up visual supports, 

and use sample 
phrases.

Model the word at 
least 10 times during 
a preferred activity.

Model the word 
during at least two 

new activities.

Thursday
Fade prompting if 

the 
student is ready. 

Friday
How could you 

expand on the word 
if the child uses it 

independently?

more q Word location:

q I swapped out the
word of the week
visuals.

q I know the
sample phrases.

Activity: 
Phrase I will use:

Activity 1:
Phrase I will use:

Activity 2: 
Phrase I will use:

q I gave the student
at least 10 seconds
to respond or
initiate
communication on
each trial.

Examples:

Want + more
Need + more
More + drink

you q Word location:

q I swapped out the
word of the week
visuals.

q I know the
sample phrases.

Activity: 
Phrase I will use:

Activity 1:
Phrase I will use:

Activity 2: 
Phrase I will use:

q I gave the student
at least 10 seconds
to respond or
initiate
communication on
each trial.

Examples:

You + do
You + make
Help + you

I q Word location:

q I swapped out the
word of the week
visuals.

q I know the
sample phrases.

Activity: 
Phrase I will use:

Activity 1:
Phrase I will use:

Activity 2: 
Phrase I will use:

q I gave the student
at least 10 seconds
to respond or
initiate
communication on
each trial.

Examples:

I + like
I + go
Can + I

help q Word location:

q I swapped out the
word of the week
visuals.

q I know the
sample phrases.

Activity: 
Phrase I will use:

Activity 1:
Phrase I will use:

Activity 2: 
Phrase I will use:

q I gave the student
at least 10 seconds
to respond or
initiate
communication on
each trial.

Examples:

Help + me
Help + you
Need + help

Month: __________________

Tuesday Wednesday

© 2019 Speechie Side Up 5



Data Tracking Wristbands

Includes:
• 6 core word wristbands
• Sample phrases for each target word
• Spot for data tracking
• Fitzgerald color coding



how to use this resource
This resource has a variety of options to fit your needs. Here are some ideas on how you can 
use it to track data:

Wear them!

Print, laminate, cut, and use 
Velcro or tape to put them on 

your wrist. Wear them when you 
are targeting the core word of the 
week, and use a dry erase marker 

to take data. Alternatively, you 
can skip the lamination and just 

use a pen to take data.

Print and go!

Print these sheets and record 
data directly on the page. You can 
also laminate them and use a dry 
erase marker across sessions to 

save paper. 

Please note:

This resource is meant to be a core word of the week guide for staff.  Make sure to check out the free 
monthly Core Word of the Week Implementation Ideas resource in my TPT store for inspiration on how to
target these words with books, videos, activities, and more!
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Try These:
1. Do you want more?
2. Show me more.
3. I have more.

Number of times I modeled the word today:

Try These:
1. I like you.
2. You used your words!
3. What do you want?

Number of times I modeled the word today:

Try These:
1. I like that.
2. I will do it.
3. I can help.

Number of times I modeled the word today:

Try These:
1. Do you need help?
2. Can you help me?
3. Let’s help them.

Number of times I modeled the word today:

Try These:
1. What do you want?
2. I want a turn.
3. You want it.

Number of times I modeled the word today:

Try These:
1. Make it go!
2. Let’s go for a walk.
3. Where does it go?

Number of times I modeled the word today:
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aac implementation self-assessment
Instructions: Have every member on the student’s AAC implementation team complete this form at 

the beginning of the school year or when the device is first introduced. Then have the same staff 
members complete this form again following device training and/or at least one-month post 

implementation to see if additional training is needed.

Rating Scale: 
1 = not comfortable (need training)
2 = somewhat comfortable (need more practice)
3 = very comfortable (no training needed)

1. How do you feel about basic operations of the AAC system (i.e. turning off/on,
volume up/down, charging)?

2. How do you feel about operating the language program (i.e. finding words, editing
buttons, adding words)?

3. How do you feel about implementing a core vocabulary approach?

4. How do you feel about using aided language stimulation?

5. How do you feel about using the AAC device for communication purposes
throughout the day and integrating it with the curriculum?

6. How do you feel about teaching literacy skills with the AAC system?

7. How do you feel about using descriptive teaching instead of referential teaching?

8. How do you feel about using a prompt hierarchy to promote independent use of the
device?

9. How do you feel about using principles of typical language development to promote
spontaneous novel utterance generation (SNUG)?

10. How do you feel about modeling on the device for at least 3 different
communicative functions (i.e. protesting, requesting, asking questions, directing)?

Name:__________________________________ Date:_________________

(Optional) Is there anything else you want to learn more about this year?

© 2019 Speechie Side Up



Ready to plan for the whole year?
Check out the full version 
for a year’s worth of core 

word resources!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/AAC-Core-Word-Of-The-Week-Supports-Full-Year-Guide-4338205
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/AAC-Core-Word-Of-The-Week-Supports-Full-Year-Guide-4338205


Thank You!
Thank you for your support! I hope you find this product useful while working with your 
students. 

I would love to hear from you! Feel free share about the use of this product on blogs 
and/or social media, but please credit Speechie Side Up and provide a link when possible. 

If you have any questions, or find an error, please feel free to email me at 
speechiesideup@gmail.com. 

Terms of Use: 

• Each page of this product is copyrighted & licensed for single use only.

• You may not distribute, alter, resell, claim as your own, or upload on the internet.

Stay in touch!
IG: Speechie Side Up
FB: Speechie side up pod
Web: www.speechiesideup.com
Pinterest: Speechie Side Up
TPT: Speechie Side up

Tune in to the Speechie Side Up podcast to get inspired and learn from experts in the field 
through guest interviews. Don’t miss out on an episode by subscribing to the podcast!

http://www.speechiesideup.com/
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